
Bernice Irene Jamison
June 16, 1927 - May 28, 2015

Bernice Irene Jamison, 87, of Bonita Springs, died Thursday, May 28, 2015.
Formerly of Perrysburg, OH, she had been a Bonita Springs resident since
1995. She was born June 16, 1927 in Toledo, the daughter of Mike and Helen
(née Lockmiller) George. 

 

Bernice and her husband, David, met at a dance while they were students at
Bowling Green State University. They married in August of 1949, and lived
together in Perrysburg, Ohio before relocating to Bonita Springs, Florida in
1995. Bernice and David built a home in Pelican Landing, where they resided
until they moved to The Terraces at Bonita Springs in 2013. 

 

Bernice graduated from Waite High School in 1945. She earned her Bachelor
of Science and Master of Education degrees from Bowling Green State
University. She was a member of Phi Delta Kappa, the leading educational
honorary for teachers, and the Perrysburg Education Association, having
served as treasurer and building representative. Bernice was chosen as a
Jennings Scholar in recognition for being an outstanding educator. In 1980,
the Perrysburg Schools selected her as their nominee for State Teacher of the
Year. 

 

Bernice was a teacher in Perrysburg Schools for 30 years. She began her
career in 1949, teaching first and second grades in the Louisiana Building. In



the spring of 1951, she led her students with books in arms to the newly built
Toth School, which was then called Elm Street School. After taking time out to
raise her family, she returned to teaching in 1962. She taught grades 3, 4, and
5 at Toth School. In the spring of 1979, Woodland School was opened, and
Bernice moved once more with her fifth grade students. She taught there until
her retirement in 1986, with additional responsibilities as head teacher. 

 

When asked how she felt about teaching, Bernice said, “The greatest reward
in teaching was watching students become successful and feeling the joy of
nurturing their lives.” She approached her teaching with love and
understanding, making certain her students were academically engaged and
motivated. Her students appreciated her positive, firm, but gentle approach to
classroom management. Bernice was described by her colleagues as a
master teacher and exemplary role model. She worked tirelessly to meet the
needs of each student. When describing the impact Bernice had on the lives
of her three children, a parent wrote, “She found the untapped resources in
each child so that each child felt important in some way.” 

 

Bernice was an active member of Zoar Lutheran Church in Perrysburg, where
she served as chairman of the education committee. After moving to Florida,
she joined First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, where she served as
a deacon and a member of the prayer chain ministry. She was an avid bridge
player, and a member of Newcomers Club, Encore, and the American
Association of University Women. Artistic and creative, Bernice enjoyed taking
art classes at the Toledo Museum of Art with her daughter, Shelley. She liked
to travel, and made trips to destinations all over North America and Europe
with her husband, David, and often her daughter, Kimberly, who was a flight
attendant. 

 

Kind, patient, wise, loving and caring, Bernice was a wonderful wife, mother,
grandmother, teacher and friend. She will be dearly missed by her family and



friends. 
 

Bernice is survived by her loving husband of 65 years, David Sheridan
Jamison; her beloved daughters, Shelley Anne (David) McMacken of
Sylvania, OH and Kimberly Sue Jamison of Ft. Myers, FL; her sister, Dorothy
Kekes of Toledo, OH; and two cherished grandchildren, Scott David (his
fiancée, Damali) McMacken and Andrew Jamison McMacken. 

 

A memorial service will be held Tuesday, June 9, at 11:00 at the First
Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, 9751 Bonita Beach Road. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be made to
the First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, 9751 Bonita Beach Rd.,
Bonita Springs, FL 34135 or Zoar Lutheran Church, 314 E. Indiana Ave.,
Perrysburg, OH 43551. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs Rose Garden

9751 Bonita Beach Road
Bonita Springs, FL 34135
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October 09, 2023 at 03:40 AM

Bernice Irene Jamison

Jeff charles - November 22, 2020 at 08:05 PM

I just found this now in 2020. She was my favorite teacher of all
time. I loved here then in 1964 and 65 when I had her for 3rd and
4th grade and I love her now for all she did for me and all the
wonderful memories I have of Mrs. Jamison. The moments from
that time seem almost magical now, so long ago and far but still I
hold them dear. I'll never forget you Mrs. Jamison.

Karen Schrock - June 19, 2015 at 01:34 PM

I joined the Woodland staff in the fall of 1985 and only had the
privilege of teaching with Bernice for one year. I joined the staff as
the first guidance counselor so I had interactions with Bernice
regarding many of her students. I will always recall how warmly
Bernice welcomed me into her classroom to do lessons with her
students and how accommodating she was to me when I wished to
speak with one of her students. She was a true professional. How
fortunate you were to have Bernice for 87 years on this earth. May
the memories she created with you last your lifetimes. God grant
Bernice eternal rest. 
I am sorry for your loss but consider myself very fortunate to have
had Bernice touch my life if only for a short time. 

 Karen Schrock 
 Perrysburg, OH
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Susan Sanderson - June 11, 2015 at 06:37 PM

I deeply regret the fact I was never able to tell Mrs. Jamison (as I
call her) how much she meant to me. She was my 5th grade
teacher at Toth Elementary School in Perrysburg, Ohio, and I have
to say my favorite teacher of all who taught me before and after. As
I am sure she did with all her students she made me feel special,
unique and able to accomplish whatever I set my mind to. She had
poise and grace and was a true lady. I will never forget the end of
the year pool party at her house in Perrysburg. I'm now 51 and have
to say I remember those days as if it was yesterday. Mrs.
Jamison...you will never be forgotten. Thank you for making me feel
like I was YOUR favorite! God bless you and your family as they
mourn this deep loss of such a grand lady. 

  
Susan Sanderson

Lorene Searfoss - June 08, 2015 at 09:49 AM

Was surprised to read about Bernice's passing in the Blade. Our
relationship goes back to our teaching days in Perrysburg. We both
retired in 1986 and decided Florida was the place to live - you in
Bonita Springs, us in Naples. We kept in touch for a number of
years, the last was at your home a few years ago. May you all find
solace in your memories. God be with you. 

 Lorene & Merritt Searfoss 
 P.S. We still winter in Naples.
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Melissa Bartell - June 02, 2015 at 04:50 PM

Mrs. Jamison, as I knew her, was indeed a warm and kind women
who made me feel welcome in all sorts of ways in the early days of
my friendship with Shelley. She exuded grace and elegance in so
many ways and as I look at her photo am reminded how much
caring and warmth she extended to me. She certainly led a
significant life and will surely be missed by all who knew her. May
the memories be blessings for you all. Love, Melissa Bartell


