
Claire Dunoy
August 19, 1942 - October 15, 2022
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 On October 15, 2022 a beautiful and calm Saturday morning in Estero,

Florida, Claire Dunoy departed this lovely planet. As someone who grew up
with little material possessions, she found great pleasure in timeless things:
she loved art and music and nature and words and ideas. She was a
philosopher, a critic, and a teacher. And a great mom. 

Claire was born Clara Bell Calhoun in Leburn, Kentucky on August 19, 1942
to Vera Dyer Calhoun, a future Post Mistress in Leburn, and Eunice Calhoun,
a coal miner and Navy veteran. She was born in a small house on a wooded
hillside above Troublesome Creek. Many of her fondest memories were of
growing up surrounded by her extended family in the isolated mountains of
eastern Kentucky. She remembered the pleasure of playing barefoot on the
summer grass with her siblings, cousins and friends as dusk settled along the
creek. Hilariously, Claire often shared her memories of the scramble for
certain Sear’s Catalogue pages at Christmas. In her youth, she came to
appreciate simple home cooked mountain meals - especially cornbread and
fried green tomatoes – although as she aged, she became more health
conscious about her food choices. 

 

She was a gifted student who was allowed to skip a grade in elementary
school – a fact that she loved to remind her children of. She was proud of her



experiences as a cheerleader at Hindman High School. Her mother Vera
particularly stressed the importance of her gaining a higher education as a
path out of the mountains and into the world. She graduated from Morehead
State College with degrees in both English and French. It was while there that
she began to write poetry and creative prose. She later obtained a teaching-
related master’s degree. 

 

In 1964, Claire began an impactful high school teaching career that lasted 49
years. In her early days, Claire taught both French and English, later focusing
exclusively on Advanced Placement English literature. She was a faculty
mentor to numerous student clubs, including journalism students for many
years. She was recognized as the Teacher of the Year at J.P. Taravella High
School in 1995. Claire was immensely proud of her life’s work in helping to
shape thousands of young people. 

Growing up with little money in an often-exploited region gave her a deep
empathy for impoverished and marginalized people and communities. This led
her to work several summers as a social worker and to always be conscious
of inequality. She passed this concern for justice to her children. 

 

Claire’s love, patience, and devotion for her children provided a solid
foundation of self-confidence for them. Her creative and kind ways made her a
wonderful role model. 

 

All who know Claire would remember her as a supportive, fun, and loving
person who did her part to make the world a little better place. The writer
(Steve) apologizes to her for not doing enough justice in this short space to
better record her wonderful life. 

 

Claire was first married to Tom Austin. Her second husband was Brooks
Dunoy. She is survived by her son Steve (Meg), their son Conley, and her



daughter Jordan Joseph (George) and their children Thomas and Leila,
stepdaughter Lynn (Logan) Toms and their daughter Ellie, her brothers Max
Calhoun (Joan), sister in law Rose Calhoun, and her “sister” cousin Mary
(Tom) Heilbron, and their children as well as many nieces and nephews.
Claire was preceded in death by her siblings Racine Markowitz, Don Calhoun,
and Rex Calhoun, who died on the same day as Claire. 

In lieu of flowers, Claire would like donations to go to curealz.org. Cure
Alzheimer’s is a non-profit organization dedicated to funding research with the
highest probability of preventing, slowing or reversing Alzheimer’s disease.
100% of donations go to support research. 

 

To sign Claire’s guest register or to leave online condolences, please visit ww
w.ShikanyFuneralHome.com 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home &
Crematory Family Owned and Operated Since 1978.
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Claire Dunoy

Mary Ferrara - October 23, 2022 at 01:49 PM

I came to know and appreciate Claire through my friendship with
Lynn. Brooks and Claire were always gracious to open their Florida
home to me for visits and to host several fun Thanksgiving/
Friendsgiving meals before that was even a thing! Claire was a
fabulous cook with a great sense of humor and a killer quick wit that
kept us all on our toes. I am sad that she is gone- my sympathies to
all. 

 Mary Byrd Ferrara

Mary Blanche - October 20, 2022 at 03:26 PM

My Dear "Sister" Cousin, 
 So many sweet memories growing up together, wading the creek,

digging worms then fishing off the bridge, floating on inner tubes,
swinging on grape vines, playing cowboys and Indians, traipsing the
hills, arranging "hideouts", blackberry picking, hoeing corn,
countless sleepovers, talking about boys, cheerleaders together,
proving the Pythagorean Theory, learning Latin together, double
dating, supporting each other in hard times and rejoicing in good
ones, proud of each other and loving each other forever. 

 Mary Blanche
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DeRonda Short - October 21, 2022 at 06:52 PM

I remember her as cute, lively, and smart. My condolences go to Max
and Mary Blanche. 

 DeRonda Miniard Short

Steve Austin - October 23, 2022 at 12:31 AM

yall had a great sounding childhood Mary - we love you

Meg Conley Austin - October 17, 2022 at 05:02 PM

Sweet Claire, We will forever remember your fun persona, lively
character, and kind heart.. Steve and Jordan got your kind heart,
too. Conley always thought you were a cool, so Grammy was a
fitting name. You always treated the grandkids (and your own kids)
with respect and patience. The world won’t be the same without
your optimism and zest for life.. We’ll miss you and look forward to a
huge dance party someday.. Love, Meg
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Karon Herbst - October 18, 2022 at 02:48 PM

I never met Claire but happened on her pic and obituary. She seems
like she was an amazing woman. Steve wrote a tribute she would be
proud of. RIP

 Condolences to her family
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Gladys Thacker Smith - October 19, 2022 at 09:45 PM

Prayers For The Family ! Gladys Thacker Smith

BS
Bobby Simpson - October 21, 2022 at 07:58 AM

So sorry for your loss. Clara belle was a sweet, caring person who was
a good friend in my younger years.
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Bill Sterrenberg - May 12, 2023 at 11:12 AM

I have many great memories of Claire and Brooks. I lost track of Claire
when she retired and moved and I had no idea how to get in touch with
her. She was a great person as was Brooks, a real stand up guy.

 Bill Sterrenberg
 Ft Lauderdale


