
David Thomas Kelly
May 16, 1948 - December 24, 2024

David Thomas Kelly, at the age of 76, passed away peacefully into the night
on Tuesday, December 24, 2024. He was born on May 16, 1948 in Dublin,
Ireland to Thomas and Mary (Byrne) Kelly. David immigrated to the United
States in 1957 when he was 9 years old and lived with his family in Lincoln
Park, Michigan, where he attended Christ the Good Shepherd church and
grade school in Lincoln Park, Michigan. David attended and graduated from
Lincoln Park High School in 1968. 

David proudly became a US citizen on March 19, 1968 at the age of 19 years
old. David was a veteran of the United States Air Force in which he enlisted
on August 23, 1968 and served until May 27, 1974 when he was Honorably
Discharged. He learned his trade while in the Air Force as a still photo lab
technician. During his service David was deployed overseas to Vietnam,
stationed at U-Tapao Airbase in Thailand where he worked as a photo
finishing lab developer and technician. While in Vietnam David also flew as a
photographer with the Navy pilots on reconnaissance missions and also did
underwater photography in the Gulf of Tonkin with Navy divers. The Air Force
awarded David the following medals; the National Defense Service Medal, AF
Longevity Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal, and the AF Good Conduct Medal. Upon returning to the
USA, he served at Wright-Patterson AFB, in Dayton, Ohio where he continued
to work as a photo lab technician from August 22, 1971 to May 27, 1974. 



David then returned to Lincoln Park, Michigan and worked at Guardian
Professional Photo Lab in Novi, Michigan as a professional photo finisher from
1974 to 1980. He then worked at North American Photo in Livonia, Michigan
as the Marketing and National Sales Manager of professional photo finishing
from 1980 until his retirement 2008. He was a member of the PPM
(Professional Photographers of Michigan), the PPA (Professional
Photographers of America), and WPPI (Wedding Professional Photographers
International). When he wasn't working as a photo finisher and national sales
manager, he would photograph weddings and family portraits, which he did for
many years including after his retirement. 

David moved with his wife Barbara from their residence in West Bloomfield,
Michigan to their vacation home in Naples, Florida in 2003. David loved
photography and to travel. Over the years David was able to take many trips
including back to Ireland to see family there and tour the country. He also
loved to go on cruise ship vacations and was fortunate to go on over 40
cruises in Europe, Canada, the USA and the Caribbean. 

David was a devoted husband to his wife Barbara for 45 years. He was a
loving father to his son David Jr, who predeceased him in 1996. David is
survived by his brother Donagh Kelly and his wife Suzanne of Suwanee,
Georgia, his brother Brendan Kelly and his wife Kathy of S. Rockwood,
Michigan, his brother John Kelly of Gilbert, Arizona, and his sister Breeda
Miller and her husband Jim of Manchester, Michigan. He is also survived by
several nephews and nieces, too numerous to mention here, but all very much
loved. 

A memorial service for David will be held on Saturday, April 26, 2025 at 11:30
AM at First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs, 9751 Bonita Beach Road,
Bonita Springs, FL 34135. 



Those wishing to express a word of encouragement or share a memory or
photo may do so at www.shikanyfuneralhome.com. 

 

In Lieu of flowers, please make donations to the following charity: Tunnel to
Towers Foundation, 2361 Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10306 Phone: (718)
987-1931 E-mail: donationsupport@t2t.org 

 Website: www.t2t.org or to a charity of your choice. 
 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home, Family
Owned Since 1978.



Cemetery Details

Sarasota National Cemetery

9810 State Road 72
Sarasota, FL 34241

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 26. 11:30 AM (ET)

First Presbyterian Church of Bonita Springs
9751 Bonita Beach Rd.
Bonita Springs, FL 34135



Tribute Wall

SG

Sandy Labelle - December 29, 2024 at 02:49 PM

So sorry to hear of David passing. He was a kind man always willing
to lend a helping hand. 

 My condolences Barbara and family. 
 Sandy Labelle

BK
Barbara Kelly - January 01, 2025 at 01:13 PM

Thank you so much Sandy! I am going to miss him a lot.

Suzanne Goeren - December 27, 2024 at 10:58 PM

David was a good man and all our love go out to his family and
friends. I would have liked to know him better. Thank you for sharing
this with us. Suzanne & Neil

BK
Barbara Kelly - January 01, 2025 at 01:14 PM

Thank you Suzanne! Everyone in our community have been so
supportive.



TB

Ted and Ginger Bull - December 27, 2024 at 08:54 PM

We met David and Barbara when we moved from California to
Naples in 2019 and liked them from the get go. We will miss David's
dry sense of humor that kept us on our toes, our occasional nights
watching Barb sing karaoke at Sneaky Pete's, enjoying Mexican
food at Senior Tequilas, dinner at Bonita Springs Veterans Hall, and
just knowing he is just down the street. His life was filled with
adventures and he lived it to the full. Barbara we love you and know
we will be hearing more stories of your and David's adventures. 

 Ginger and Ted Bull

BK

Barbara Kelly - January 01, 2025 at 01:18 PM

Thank you so much Ginger and Ted! You both have been so supportive
and helpful to David and me. I just with David could have joined us
more for our Tuesday morning walks and breakfast afterward. But there
are so many memories of David that I know we will all cherish. I love
you both.

BG

Bill G. - February 15, 2025 at 12:32 PM

Hi Barb, we just lost a best friend. So very sorry to hear this news. I
know you remember the Christmas parties for the Detroit Red Wings
and photo shoots not to mention the countless weddings. Without Dave
I don't think any of that would have happened. Wow, what ride! Prayers
are coming your way. Thans for all you and Dave have done.

 Bill and Jo Ann, 
 Hollywood Studio.


