
Duane L. Huff
November 7, 1933 - April 26, 2024

Duane Leroy Huff, 90, of Guilford, Maine and Bonita Springs, Florida passed
away peacefully in Fort Myers on Friday, April 26, 2024. He was born on
November 7, 1933, the firstborn of three sons to Orman and Leone Huff, and
was raised in the small town of Guilford, Maine. Upon graduating Guilford
High School, he enlisted in the United States Air Force where he was trained
as a radar technician. He deployed to Korea in 1951 during the Korean War,
were he served honorably at a long-range radar site. After his enlistment was
up, he returned home to Maine where he entered the University of Maine
using the GI Bill. He graduated with honors and a degree in Electrical
Engineering. He was recruited by the world renowned Bell Telephone
Laboratories in New Jersey, where he moved with his new wife and baby
daughter. He received a master’s degree from Columbia University and
worked alongside Nobel Laureates on cutting edge technologies. One of his
career highlights was an overseas 2-year assignment in 1969 to Kwajalein
Atoll in the South Pacific Marshall Islands. At this secret location, the US was
testing the first anti-ICBM system that would protect our country from Soviet
nuclear missiles by shooting them down in space using nuclear tipped
interceptors. While on Kwajalein, in addition to raising his daughter and three
sons on a tiny island one mile long and a quarter mile wide, he became a
certified SCUBA diver, exploring numerous WWII shipwrecks sunk during the
famed battle for the island. He was the first to discover a Japanese ship,
which now bears his name as the “Huff Maru” (kwajdivecenter.com). Duane



and his oldest son were also avid shell collectors and they built a large and
diverse collection. 

The next highlight of his amazing career was in 1983 where he was part of
small team that established the first cell phone call ever in Chicago, Illinois.
Duane’s children were raised very close to state of the art technology on both
sides of the globe, and two of his sons became Aerospace Engineers with
very successful careers. 

After retiring, Duane and his wife Kathleen split their time between Guilford,
Maine and Delray Beach, Florida. Duane was very active in their Delray
Beach community and served on many board roles for the community. Duane
and Kathleen loved getting together with family and Duane loved hunting and
fishing in both Maine and Florida with his sons, brothers, and lifelong friends
from Guilford. Memorable hunting trips included caribou, moose, and bear
hunts in Northern Maine and Canada. 

Duane is preceded in death by his younger brothers, Dale Huff and Wayne
Huff and his son, Eric Huff. He is survived by his loving wife of 30 years,
Kathleen Rellihan Huff, and his children and their spouses, Karen and Tim
Abel of Melbourne Beach, Florida, Michael and Amy Huff of San Diego,
California, Steven and Joy Huff of Merritt Island, Florida, and Kelly and Robert
Cada of Fort Myers, Florida. He is also survived by 9 grandchildren and their
spouses, Collin and Amie Abel, Kelsey Abel, Dallas and Emily Abel,
Jacqueline and Justin Badal, Ryan Huff and fiancé, Ashlee Hirji, Noah Huff,
Evan Huff, Nicholas Collins, and Douglas and Jamie Okrasinski. In addition,
he is survived by 8 great-grandchildren, Noah, Hudson, Elena, Evelyn, Emilia,
Jackson, James, and Emily. Great-grandchild #9, Tatum, is due at the end of
May. 

A Celebration of Life will be held on Friday, May 17, 2024, at 1:00pm at



Shikany’s Funeral Home, 28300 Tamiami Trail South, Bonita Springs, FL
34134 

Interment will be in Guilford, ME at a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations to be made in Duane’s honor to Guilford Memorial Library,
P.O. Box 177, Guildford, ME 04443. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home, Family
Owned Since 1978.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 17. 1:00 PM (ET)

Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home
28300 Tamiami Trail So.
Bonita Springs, FL 34134
(239) 992-4982
bonitafhbill@comcast.net
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Tom and Ellen Cada - May 17, 2024 at 06:55 AM

Tom and Ellen Cada planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Duane L. Huff.

Tom and Ellen Cada - May 17, 2024 at 06:55 AM

Tom and Ellen Cada purchased the Arrive in Styl
e for the family of Duane L. Huff.

Patty and Larry - May 16, 2024 at 07:50 PM

We so loved being back door neighbors. Duane always had sage
advice or at least advice, and he certainly knew how to fix just about
anything. We have many happy memories with the two of you that
we cherish.

Ken and Bev Hueter - May 11, 2024 at 09:04 PM

So saddened to hear about Duane. We were office mates for 15
years and friends both in and out of the office. We watched each
other's families grow up, celebrating holidays, birthdays and
anniversaries together. We even survived as the "odd couple" on a
leaky boat to Likiep...Kwaj people will know what that means.
Duane, I will miss you. Our deepest condolences to Kathy and the
family. 

  
Ken and Bev Hueter

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Bill Wynne - May 10, 2024 at 07:08 PM

Duane was a Great friend. He was always challenging me, like to
dive with him to check for the dive boat anchor, current, and sharks.
And, to fly him over the lagoon to search for a sunken ship to dive
on.

May 06, 2024 at 03:33 PM

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of Duane L. Huff.

Love, Jim and Ellen White (Outrigger) - May 06, 2024 at 03:33 PM

Love, Jim and Ellen White (Outrigger) planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Duane L. Huff.

Charlie & Ev Stevenson - May 05, 2024 at 09:33 PM

Sad news. We enjoyed many good times together at Whippany and
Kwajalein - he was one of the good guys. Best wishes to Kathy and
Duane's family.

Susie Tromley - May 03, 2024 at 12:02 AM

From an old Kwajalein family kid to another, so sorry for your loss. 
Susie Tromley

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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