Helen A. Domenici
January 24, 1928 - May 1, 2023

Helen A. Domenici (McKenna) of Estero, FL and Pawtucket, RI, died

peacefully on May 1, 2023, in Fort Myers, FL.

Beloved wife of the late Eugene N. Domenici and loving mother of the late
Michael J. Connors. Preceded in death by her sister Dorothy Hebert; and her
brothers, Joseph B. McKenna, Charles F. McKenna, and Bernard T. McKenna.
Devoted grandmother to Michaela Connors Maré (Nelson) of Pawtucket, RI
and Ryan Connors of San Diego, C.A., and hero to her cherished great-
granddaughters, McKenna Rose and Logan Elyse. Step-mother to Eugene
Domenici and Lynn (Domenici) Wertz, and Aunt to several nieces and
nephews.

Helen was the daughter of the late Joseph F. and Helen (Dolan) McKenna,
she was born in Pawtucket, Rl on January 24, 1928. She spent her childhood
growing up on Lincoln Avenue during the Great Depression. She was a
graduate of Pawtucket East High School (Tolman) and a member of the
National Honor Society. After high school, she attended Katharine Gibbs
College for where she received several professional certifications. Before her
retirement, she was employed as a legal secretary for over 40 years. As a
founding member of Our Lady of Light Church, she spent years successfully
raising capital and holding fundraisers to build a Catholic church in the Estero
area, where she had move to in 1980.



Helen exemplified "America's Greatest Generation” by teaching the next
generation to dream big dreams, to demand the best from others and mostly
from ourselves. Any death creates a void in a family, but when someone of
this vintage passes on, the world loses something. In her ninety-five years,
Helen experienced great joy and tragedy on both personal and worldwide
levels, and handled it all with poise and grace. She modeled strength and
practiced a strong faith in her daily life. Priding herself in always looking her
best, she began each day selecting an outfit and looking beautiful. Helen was
an indomitable woman who was known to speak her mind, living a life of bold
independence with a devoted connection to her family. She was an amazing
mother, grandmother, great grandmother and friend, and was truly an
inspiration to all.

Besides her legendary recipe for clam chowder, Helen’s greatest gift to her
family was her wit, charm and sense of humor. She taught by example,
making us all laugh - sometimes at the most inappropriate times. She loved
being a “Nana” and dedicated her time with her grandchildren and great
grandchildren playing endless board games, fearlessly taste-testing their
recipes, dressing up her dog, Mackie, telling ‘in the olden days’ stories, going
to the mall, hosting living room fashion shows, and faithfully watching her
World Champion Red Sox. As a life-long learner, and avid reader, she instilled
the importance of staying curious and having a wide range of general
knowledge of all things in this increasingly specialized world. Her "knowing
everything" was especially useful at the McKenna House where she was the
reigning Jeopardy Champion without a single loss.

Helen taught us to live life with great energy and passion, and most of all
reminding us, that we can make a difference in the lives of others. We will
miss the perspective that only someone who has lived for the last century can
provide. Her 95 years and three months were a life well lived. We will miss her



greatly.

A Funeral Mass will be held at Our Lady of Light Catholic Community on
Monday, May 15th at 11:00 A.M. All are welcome.

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home, Family
Owned Since 1978.



Previous Events

Mass of Christian Burial

MAY 15. 11:00 AM (ET)

Our Lady of Light Catholic Community
19680 Cypress View Dr

Fort Myers, FL 33967-6201

(239) 267-7088



Tribute Wall

Helen A. Domenici
October 09, 2023 at 03:40 AM
The North Family (Rick, Lauren, & Alina)

purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Helen A. Domenici.

The North Family (Rick, Lauren, & Alina) - May 12, 2023 at
07:48 PM

Nana told us this a few years back at someone else's wake. She
was very specific about her own services...I'll miss her sense of
humor.

"When I die, | don't want people smiling or laughing. None of this
business about telling funny stories about me or trying to remember
all the good times. | want everyone to be devastated. There
shouldn't be a dry eye in the place. People should be balling their
eyes out, with make-up running down their faces and not even
being able to speak because they are so overcome with grief. |
picture you collapsing on the church floor, yelling up to God with
your fist raised "How am | going to go on without Nana??!!"

~ Michaela (grand daughter)

Michaela Connors Mare - May 12, 2023 at 12:00 PM


https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Helen A. Domenici.

May 12, 2023 at 10:49 AM
So sorry to hear about Helen’s passing. Many fond memories of the
Sullivans and McKennas and backyard gatherings at Mercer Street.
Our heartfelt condolences.
Tim and RaeAnn Sullivan

Timothy Sullivan - May 12, 2023 at 07:54 AM

Serenity Wreath was purchased for the family of
Helen A. Domenici.

May 11, 2023 at 08:54 PM


https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

9 files added to the tribute wall

Michaela - May 11, 2023 at 11:56 AM



