James Dougherty M.D.

July 31, 2016 - November 2, 2016

James Dougherty, M.D., a tiger, a nightingale, a father, a grandfather, a great
grandfather, an orthopaedic surgeon and founder of the practice that is
today’s Bone and Joint Center, passed away peacefully in his home in Bonita
Springs, Florida on November 2nd. He was 90.

Dr. Dougherty was born July 31, 1926 in Lawrence, Massachusetts. He was
the son of James A. Dougherty and Maude Dillard Dougherty. He attended
Bulkeley High School in Hartford, Connecticut and graduated from Trinity
College in 1950. An exceptional student, he applied for and was accepted to
Albany Medical College while still an undergraduate student at Trinity. He
graduated from Albany Medical College only one year after having received
his bachelor’s degree. Upon graduation he was awarded membership to the
Alpha Omega Alpha medical honorary society representing Albany Medical
College for the class of 1951, and the Alumni Medal. From there he did his
post graduate training at the University Chicago Clinics from 1951 to 1956.

Prior to medical school Dr. Dougherty served his country during World War Ii
as a staff sergeant in the U.S. Army Medical Corps. He was stationed at
Morotai in the Dutch East Indies and at Leyte/Luzon in the Philippines.

Dr. Dougherty was a member and leader in numerous medical and
professional associations during his many years. To name just a few, he was a



life member of the Medical Society of the County of Albany, Inc., the Medical
Society of the State of New York and the American Medical Association. He
was a member of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and was a
diplomate of the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgeons. Dr. Dougherty
was Past President of the C. Campbell Orthopaedic Society and was the
founding member and President of the Senior Retired Physicians Association
in Lee County, Florida.

Albany Medical College and Medical Center always held a special place in Dr.
Dougherty’s heart. He was an attending surgeon and Chief of Staff at the
Albany Medical Center and was Professor Emeritus at Albany Medical
College. He would serve as President of the Albany Medical College Alumni
Association and a member of the Board of Trustees of both the College and
Albany Medical Center.

In 1988 Dr. Dougherty was awarded a very special honor by being nominated

to serve as the U.S. Surgeon General under President George H.W. Bush and
was endorsed by the New York State Republican Committee and the Medical

Society of the State of New York.

Dr. Dougherty was a prolific researcher and writer in medicine. But he also
took a stint at writing mystery novels and children’s books. In addition to his
many accomplishments in the field of medicine, Dr. Dougherty was a devoted
husband and father who, despite his challenging schedule, made time for his
family, always encouraging their varied endeavors throughout life.

He is predeceased by his oldest son, James Dougherty, wives Marylyn Hays
Dougherty and Rita Buchman Dougherty. He is survived by his children,
Charles (Linda Witzel) of Feura Bush, NY, Janice (Thomas Dougherty) of
Nantucket, MA, Carol Ann (Tracy Harris) and Sheryl, both of St. Pete Beach,
FL, Jonathan (Mary Jane Williams) of Clifton Park, NY and Christopher (Karen



Levister) of Springfield, MA. He is also survived by his grandchildren, Dyrin
(Jason Matthews) of Brick, NJ, Devon (Brian O’Neill) of Morris, CT, Dr. Seth
Wander of Boston, MA and Sara Wander, Aaron, Alexander and Jordan
White, all from Palm Harbor, FL. Dr. Dougherty also enjoyed having a great
grandson, Jameson Matthews.

A visitation will be held at the Levine Memorial Chapel, 649 Washington
Avenue in Albany on Friday, December 16, 2016 from 4-7pm. All are welcome
to attend. The interment will be held on Saturday, December 17th in the
Bethlehem Cemetery in Delmar, NY. Time to be announced at a later date
Those wishing to remember Dr. Dougherty may make a memorial contribution
to Albany Medical Center Alumni Association.

Local services were handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home.



Cemetery Details

Bethlehem Cemetery

Ann Arbor, Ml

Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 16. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Levine Memorial Chapel
649 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12206

Graveside Service

DEC 17 (ET)

Bethlehem Cemetery
Delmar, NY



Tribute Wall

James Dougherty M.D.

October 09, 2023 at 03:40 AM



My wife and | live in Naples, FL. We moved here in 1980 from
upstate NY after having attending Albany College of Pharmacy,
myself (Paul Cammuso) and Albany Medical Center School of
Nursing, my wife Anna Marie Cammuso.

My wife was working at Albany Medical Center and going to work on
the night shift, the Spring of 1973, mid March. On her way to work a
drunk driver ran the light at Western and Lake traveling at a high
rate of speed, and t-boned the 1969 Lemans convertible Anna was
driving, almost cutting the car in half. And she was gravely injured
with her pelvis sustaining 47 fractures and her left hip being
dislocated and resulted in the hip being located next to her left ear.

| remember Dr. DOUGHERTY who was a very tall and large man,
telling me he planned a closed reduction of the hip joint, pulling it
back into the proper location.

Anna remembers Dr. Dougherty telling her that he and two other
members of the surgical team had to exert great physical strength to
get the hip back into the proper location. Dr. Dougherty told her he
almost had a heart attack during the closed reduction because of
the effort required to relocate the hip.

Anne recovered after having spent six weeks in traction to hold the
hip in place while it healed. She has little discomfort in the hip and
delivered six babies over the next twenty years and has almost a
normal gate 48 years later.

We wish to extol the virtues of this great healer and teacher. Our
deepest sympathy and condolences to Dr. Dougherty's family and
please except our heartfelt apology for not having had the
opportunity to speak to Dr. Dougherty before his death.

THANK YOU DR. DOUGHERTY, FOR MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR
ME TO HAVE A NORMAL LIFE, A WONDERFUL MARRIAGE AND
SIX BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN BECAUSE OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE



AND EXPERTISE IN ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY!!!

Paul Cammuso - January 02, 2021 at 03:59 PM



