Julie M. Larson
August 23, 1960 - October 20, 2023

Julie Mae Larson, 63, of Estero, Florida, moved onto higher ground on
October 20, 2023, after a fiercely fought battle with metastatic ovarian cancer.
Until the end, Julie continued to “rage against the dying of the light.” (Dylan
Thomas) Never complaining throughout almost two years of suffering, and
continuing to work until the end, Julie’s mantra was “everything is fine here
and I'm doing good.” Having exhausted all medical remedies, she moved
beyond her worn-out physical body on Friday surrounded by her loving and
devoted sisters, Jill and Jaye, at Joanne’s House at Hope Hospice in Bonita
Springs, Florida.

Julie was born in Ashtabula, Ohio, on August 23, 1960, the eldest of three
daughters born to the late Ronald A. Larson and Jean M. Larson (nee
McElroy). Julie was raised in Edinboro, where her late father was a professor
in the Earth Sciences Department at Edinboro University and her mother was
a teacher at Edinboro Elementary. At General McLane High School she was a
member of the varsity volleyball team, which was the PIAA State runner-up in
both 1977 and 1978. Julie continued to play in women’s and co-ed volleyball
leagues for the next twenty years, while pursuing two professions.

Like her Dad before her, Julie was a proud graduate of THE Ohio State
University in 1983, where she received her Doctor of Pharmacy Degree. She
worked as a pharmacist for ten years in the Cleveland area. Being an



extremely avid reader like her Mother, and seeking a greater challenge, Julie
then decided to switch gears and go to law school. She received a full
scholarship to attend Case Western Reserve University’s School of Law. Upon
graduation, she was hired at the prestigious firm of Vorys, Sater, Seymour &
Pease in their Cleveland branch. She excelled there as a first chair litigator,
representing Fortune 500 companies.

Eschewing the enticement of partnership, after a decade at the firm Julie
chose to carve her own path and create a balanced life in sunny Florida. She
intentionally preferred quality of life over the pursuit of money and status.
Florida allowed her to escape the northern winters and maximize her love of
outdoor pursuits year-round: at the beach, biking, kayaking, and hiking. There
she resumed her pharmacy career and enjoyed a fulfilling and self-contained
life of meaningful but not debilitating work. She took after her mother in
crafting.... especially mandala painting and acrylic pours that her mother
taught her. In her 60s she decided to learn to play piano and in her
determined, steadfast way, she did learn to play. Her choices also enabled
Julie to pursue her love of traveling, and she especially enjoyed the annual
Larson family trip to the Outer Banks.

Julie was the loving mother of a multitude of cats, whom she gathered into her
car to evacuate a hurricane at least once. She leaves to cherish her memory a
close and loving family: her beloved mother, Jean, of Edinboro, PA; her sisters
Jill Larson (Mark Hanish) and nieces Mica and Leuca Hanish, of Baden, PA;
Jaye Larson, and nephew Cole Johnson, of Edinboro, PA; and Dayna Larson
(Aaron) of Pittsburgh, PA; her brother Reid Larson (Sheera) of Medford MA,
her dear friends, Jackie, Julie, Lisa, Alyssa and Elisa, and her eight feline
children.

There will be no public services. The family will celebrate Julie’s legacy
privately. In Julie’s honor and to help her spirit expand even further: read a lot,



be a good friend, create your own best life, see as much of the world as you
want, work and play hard, laugh a lot, don’t suffer fools lightly, stay close to
family, never feel sorry for yourself, look at the bright side, and stay hopeful.

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home, Family
Owned and Operated Since 1978.
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We continue to miss Julie every day here in the pharmacy. | still
walk in some days and expect to hear her voice and see her face,
only to be reminded of the stark reality of her absence. She truly left
a mark on everyone who knew her.

Zach Turner - November 22, 2023 at 01:56 PM

With a broken heart, | continue to find it so hard to believe the world
no longer has Julie here to make it a better, saner, more civilized
place. | am relieved that at least Julie is no longer suffering from the
vicious disease that she met with her usual optimism and strength. |
was so privileged to have worked as an attorney with Julie at Vorys,
and that began our dear and real 35-year friendship. Julie proved
that less can be more in terms of who she allowed herself to be
close to, and | am so grateful to have been one of her friends. |
won't accept that we have no more trips to take together, so I will
hold onto hope that I will "see you on the other side" to continue our
adventures. Deepest condolences to her mother, sisters and
beloved family.

Julie Pistone Pertz, Ashtabula

Julie Pistone Pertz - November 06, 2023 at 05:26 PM

I instantly liked Julie, | was lucky enough to work with her at Target
pharmacy. Her directness and wit were such a breath of fresh air. |
consider myself fortunate to have had our paths cross. I'll cherish
the mark she made in my life. What an incredible person!

Daniela Dorn - October 24, 2023 at 10:28 PM



You will be missed Julie! You treated everyone with such kindness.
Thank you for being such a sweet person.

Kim Walker - October 24, 2023 at 10:46 AM

My Deepest condolences to Julie's family.

Julie and | worked together at Viorys for about 10 years. She was a
wonderful co-worker and a trusted advisor. May she rest in peace.
Meg Everett

Meg Everett - October 24, 2023 at 09:37 AM

My condolences and hope for many warm

memories for you to share of Julie. We were at =
General McLane together.... She made a
lasting impression on me because of her
friendliness, energetic drive, and spirit. She
enjoyed a challenge, as proven by her sharing
her volleyball skills and talent with our rookie class. Julie will always
be remembered fondly in my heart.

Carolyn Klos Bauman

Carolyn Klos Bauman - October 24, 2023 at 08:48 AM

Carolyn Bauman sent a virtual gift in memory of
Julie Larson

Carolyn Klos Bauman - October 24, 2023 at 08:37 AM



Julie was one of my closest and dearest friends. We have such
incredible memories of spending time with her. From traveling,
drinking wine, playing tennis, and sharing some of the fondest
memories | will ever have. She teased me about my midlife crisis,
also known as having children later in life. There was a tough love
coming from her, but it was so incredibly pure and sincere. She was
always there with her words of wisdom. She was very strong in her
battle with cancer showed just how strong she was. She never
stopped working. She always had time for others. | can’t even begin
to imagine not having her around. Words can’t express how much
I’'m going to miss her. She wasn’t big on hugs, but | so wish | could
hug her right now. We are all going to miss you so much. Love,
Jackie, Paul, Seth, and Brooke.

Jackie Zaper wojnar - October 23, 2023 at 05:55 PM



