
Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules
August 17, 1934 - May 26, 2023

Lawrence Thomas Demeules, known to many as Rusty, peacefully passed
away on Friday, May 26, 2023, at the age of 88 in Estero, Florida. Rusty was
born on August 17, 1934, at St. Mary's Hospital in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to
Heine and Lucie Demeules. He lived a fulfilling life dedicated to his family, his
profession, and serving others and his community. 

 

Rusty received his education at St. Anne's Catholic School in North
Minneapolis for grades 1-8 and completed his high school education at
DeLaSalle High School, graduating in June 1953. Following his graduation,
Rusty worked as a carpenter for his Brother-In-Law, Frank Budzynski. In June
1954, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and underwent basic training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri. He was then stationed in Okinawa, where he served
in a carpenter shop at an Army ammunition depot. Rusty received an
honorable discharge in June of 1956. 

 

Continuing his education, Rusty attended the University of Minnesota and
Mankato State College, focusing on Business Administration for three years.
On October 1, 1960, Rusty married Joan B. Frederick from Virginia,
Minnesota, and they were blessed with four sons: Robert, William, Joseph,
and Richard. Joan passed away from cancer on September 3, 1995. 

 

Rusty embarked on his professional career at Link-Belt, initially working at the



city desk, before transitioning to Control Data as a sales correspondent. In
March of 1966, he joined the family business, Standard Iron & Wire, as a
salesperson, primarily developing customers in the off-highway and farm
equipment industries. In 1972, Rusty and his brother Dave received the
business from their father, Heine. Subsequently, they purchased the stock
held by their Uncle J.A. (Chuck) Demeules, and in August of 1986, Rusty
bought Dave's shares, becoming the sole owner of Standard Iron. In August of
1996, Rusty retired, passing the company to the third generation of the family. 

 

Rusty was a dedicated member of numerous professional, community, and
civic organizations throughout his life. His involvement included serving as
Chairman of the Board of the Fabricators & Manufacturers Association
International from 1986 to 1987, being a part of their Foundation Board of
Directors, and receiving the Lifetime Membership Award. Additionally, he
established the Rusty Demeules Award for Safety Excellence. Rusty also
served as a Scout Master for ten years, contributed to the U.S. Senate
Business Advisory Committee, participated in the Hennepin County
Bicentennial Committee, and served as the President of the New Hope Lions
Club. His contributions extended to the St. Joseph Catholic Church
Scholarship Committee, Pelican Sound Florida ARC Committee, Fieldstone
Minnesota ARC Committee, and he also was elected as a Supervisor for the
River Ridge Community Development District in Florida. 

 

On September 14, 1996, Rusty married Mary Beth Dols, and they both found
happiness once again. They relocated to Pelican Sound in Estero, Florida in
2000, where they enjoyed their retirement years together. Rusty was a
devoted husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. He was
preceded in death by his wife Joan, his parents Heine and Lucie, his sisters
Margret and Patricia Budzynski, and his brothers Fr. Donald and David. Rusty
is survived by his loving wife, Mary. His sons Bob Demeules (Marge), Bill
Demeules (Julie), Joe Demeules (Jane), Rich Demeules (Suzanne). He is



also remembered fondly by Mary’s daughters Catherine Dols (Rob), and Liz
Dols (Sean). He also leaves behind eleven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. 

 

Rusty Demeules will be remembered as a devoted family man, a friend, a
respected businessman, and an active community member. His legacy of hard
work, dedication, and compassion will continue to inspire all those whose lives
he touched. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at St. Michael Catholic Church in
St. Michael, Minnesota, on June 26, 2023. The Funeral Mass will begin at
11:00 a.m., preceded by visitation at the Church starting at 10:00 a.m. In
memory of Rusty, memorial contributions may be made to the Parkinson
Association of Southwest Florida, Inc. (parkinsonassociationswfl.org) or the
Hope Parkinson Program (hopeparkinson.org). 

 

To sign his guest register or to leave online condolences please visit www.Shi
kanyFuneralHome.com. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home Family
Owned and Operated Since 1978.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 26. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Michael Catholic Church
11300 Frankfort Pkwy NE
St Michael, MN 55376
(763) 497-2745

Mass of Christian Burial

JUN 26. 11:00 AM.

St. Michael Catholic Church
St. Michael, MN



Tribute Wall
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October 09, 2023 at 03:40 AM

Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules

Catherine P. Burger - June 27, 2023 at 06:15 PM

My memories of Rusty as a caring person are affirmed by his
obituary. He was a gracious host and generous with his time. He
was respectful of his elders (including my Dad, Fred Prebil). His
involvement in so many organizations is a testament to his values
and generosity. It's wonderful, but not surprising, that he established
the Rusty Demeules Award for Safety Excellence. Sending
sincerest condolences to Rusty's spouse Mary, his sons Robert,
William, Joseph and Richard, and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. From Cousin Catherine (nee Prebil) Burger, of
California.

June 21, 2023 at 06:12 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules.

June 21, 2023 at 06:12 PM

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the
family of Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules.

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1398&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 17, 2023 at 12:53 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules.

June 15, 2023 at 02:47 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Lawrence T. "Rusty" Demeules.

June 12, 2023 at 07:13 PM

Veteran Memorial Wooden Flag - Marines was
purchased for the family of Lawrence T. "Rusty"
Demeules.

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4514&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4514&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

