
Nathaniel F. Bradley III
February 28, 1932 - December 24, 2025

Nathaniel F. Bradley III, 93, of Bonita Springs, FL, died peacefully on Wednesday,
December 24, 2025. His loving family and exceptionally loyal caregivers were by his side
throughout his end of life journey. 

 

He was born in February of 1932 in Schenectady, NY, to Nathaniel F. Bradley Jr. and
Pauline (Vanyo) Bradley. 

 

A New York state native, Nat grew up in the Stockade area of Schenectady. He attended
Nott Terrace High School and earned an Associate Degree in Business Management from
the State University of New York in Utica, where he met his future wife, Janet Hallenbeck.
After college Nat joined Sears, Roebuck and Co. as a Management Trainee. He was a
veteran of the United States Army who served on active duty and in the Army Reserve. 

 

Married in 1954, Nat was on his way to becoming a devoted husband, father and
eventually a treasured grandfather and great grandfather, affectionately known as Bumpo.

Nat’s 38 year career with Sears included positions held in New York, Rhode Island, Maine,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Chicago, Illinois headquarters. He retired
after a five year assignment in Tokyo, Japan where he was the Vice President of Far East
Buying, with branches throughout Southeast Asia. 

 

With the transfer to Chicago in 1962, Janet and Nat settled in Glen Ellyn, IL and raised
their family. In the mid ’70’s they built their cherished Northern Wisconsin retreat and
named it “Canthook”. 

 

In retirement, time was split between Canthook, in Hazelhurst, WI and Bonita Springs, FL.
A lifelong outdoorsman, Nat rarely missed a chance to fish or hunt. He was an expert fly
fisherman and an excellent bird hunter, who enjoyed many a fall day hunting over one of
his German Shorthaired Pointers. 

 



Bumpo embraced every opportunity to educate and mentor his grandchildren. Teaching
moments at Canthook would include anything from fishing and shooting a BB gun, to
bumper pool and Tripoley or even the finer points of building a fire in a wood stove. Not to
mention the stories of his adventures. 

 

Although his time was spent primarily in the Midwest and Florida, Nat retained his love for
Upstate New York and the East Coast. Particularly the Battenkill River, where as a boy, he
honed his skills as a fly fisherman. Cape Cod was also a frequent destination. 

 

Nat was quite a storyteller and correspondent, drafting articulate letters to anyone and
everyone he found interesting, usually receiving a reply. Married for 69 years, Janet and
Nat made countless friends of all ages and were appreciated and respected by all. A
willing volunteer, he oversaw fish habitat projects for the lake in Wisconsin as well as
various projects in their Florida community. He was a patient teacher known to share his
fly casting skills with family, friends and youngsters at fly fishing clinics. 

 

Nat was a Lifetime Member of Trout Unlimited and a proficient fly tyer, creating unique
patterns and generously sharing his flies with fellow anglers. Other interests included
traveling, playing the piano, antiquing, collecting vintage duck decoys, swimming and a
love of music, particularly Tony Bennett and Frank Sinatra. 

 

He is survived by his son, Nathaniel F. “Brad” Bradley IV (Lisa); his daughter Anne Slack
(Brian); his grandchildren Nathaniel F. “Nate” Bradley V (Anne), Quinn Getz (Chip), Trevor
and Taylor Slack; his great-grandchildren, Henry, Lily, Crosby and Cooper Getz and
Frances and Colette Bradley. 

 Nat was preceded in death by his parents, his brother John Joseph “Jay” Bradley and his
beloved wife Janet. 

 

Well known for his firm handshake and direct eye contact, Nat was dapper and witty,
forming friendships quickly and effortlessly. He loved his country and set an impeccable
example for his family. He will remain forever in the hearts of those who knew and loved
him. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Nat’s name to Trout Unlimited by calling 1-
800-834-2419. 

 

To sign his guest register or to leave online condolences please visit www.ShikanyFuneral
Home.com. 

 



Arrangements are being handled by Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home Family Owned and
Operated Since 1978.
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Rick Schmit - February 04 at 07:34 PM

Hi, 
 You don't know me but I knew your parents for many years dating back to the

1980's.. I work for a small plumbing company in Minocqua. I got to know Nat and
Jan when I worked at their house in hazelhurst. I did the openings and closings,
service work and the plumbing for the new master bath addition. Your parents
were the nicest people in the world. They always asked about my family and
wanted updates every year. Nat and I talked many times about grouse and
pheasant hunting over the years. When I work down in the area where their
house is I think of them often, and it brings a smile to my face. I am so sorry for
your loss. But know this your parents were very special people and I will never
forget them. 

 ' Rick Schmit the plumber guy"

Tracey Guzman - January 22 at 07:46 PM

Nat was such a gentleman and I had the pleasure of having a few conversations
with him and discussions about leatherwork. He appreciated the projects I had
done and he liked to make things as well. We still have a light switch plate he
made us with grouse in flight on it, it’s installed in our cottage. Such a happy,
beautiful person. I’m honored I knew him. My condolences to the family.

Jodi and Dan - January 20 at 08:02 PM

We loved our time with Nat. He was always ready with an exciting fishing story.
One specific story that we will always remember and smile about is when he
decided to smuggle his favorite fly tying material out of the far east. The Jungle
Cock Cape caper we call it. Hilarious! We smile every time we think about it.
Thank you for sharing your parents with us.

JB

Jay Bradley - January 21 at 12:23 PM

Very Nice obituary Children!
 I learned a few items I didn’t know.

 All the different states lived in. Loved the Finer Points of starting a fire in Woodstove.
 Very Fine Man. Up with His Wife , Parents and Brother im sure Catching Up on Fishing

.
 GOD BLESS RIP

 Jay Jr (Nephew)


