
Richard M. "Dick" Vogel
July 4, 1929 - March 17, 2022

Naples, FL – Richard M. (“Dick”) Vogel, 92, died peacefully in his sleep at
home Thursday morning, St. Patrick’s Day, the 17th of March, 2022, following
a brief decline in health due to heart disease. He lived a full and wonderful life,
bringing joy to all who knew him. Fittingly, for someone who loved to celebrate
life, he both entered and left the world on holidays. 

Born at home on July 4th, 1929, in Ironton, Minnesota, he was the eighth of
nine children of Slovenian immigrants Anton and Ursula (“Hrastar”) Vogel,
who left the Austro-Hungarian Empire on the eve of World War I. 

In 1952 he married Patricia Ann Trimmer, of Lander, Wyo., who predeceased
him in 2008 after 56 years of marriage. They have five children, Richard
(Sally) Lincoln Vogel, of Andover, MA; M.L. Vanessa Vogel, of Ucross, WY;
James (Michelle) Vogel, of Naples, FL; Joel (Donna) Vogel of Ivins, UT; and
Peter (Chrissy) Vogel of Thornton, CO; ten grandchildren, Tiffany Vogel (d.
2009), Derek Vogel, Jamie Vogel, Dylan Vogel, Maggie Vogel, Auden Lincoln-
Vogel, Tyler Kositzke, John Lincoln-Vogel, Hannah Vogel, and Lara Vogel; and
four great-grandchildren, Skyela Vogel, Finn Vogel, Abel Vogel, and Tripp
Vogel. He is also survived by one sister, Francis Nelson, of Brainerd,
Minnesota. 

 

In 2009 he married Suzanne Rutherford (nee Jackson), and his family grew to



include children La Donna (Rich) Matthes, of Naples, FL and Des Moines, IA;
Marilynn Cedarstrom, of Des Moines, IA; and Amy (David) Blair, of Naples,
FL; grandchildren R. James Matthes, R. Charles Matthes, and Addison Blair;
and great-grandchildren, Jude Sorenson, Coral Matthes, and August Matthes.

He graduated from Fremont County Vocational High School in 1947 (Lander,
WY), and later received his law degree from the St. Paul College of Law (now
William Mitchell College of Law) in 1954 (St. Paul, MN). After law school, he
began a long career of more than 65 years as an attorney, business owner,
and real estate developer. With two of his classmates, he formed the St. Paul
law firm of Vogel, Lemon, and Lenzmeier, and also served as an adjunct
professor at his alma mater. He would later form Vogel Law Office in Naples
and join Goddard, Perry, and Vogel in Buffalo, Wyoming. 

In the early sixties, he started Midwest Title Guarantee Company in the Twin
Cities, which eventually had branches in several neighboring states. He
pioneered a new model of title insurance that employed lay people to do the
work formerly done by lawyers, providing better-paying jobs and advancement
opportunities for many people, including many women. Later he was one of
the principals responsible for Edenvale, a large-scale residential development
in Eden Prairie, MN, that was one of the first planned communities in that
state. 

Starting in the late sixties, he and several other real estate businessmen from
the Twin Cities came to Naples and formed an informal group that local
legend Ad Miller nicknamed the “Minnesota Mafia.” He was possibly the last
surviving member of that group, which together with many others helped
transform Naples from a quiet and not-so-well known retreat for a few into a
nationally known destination for many. 

In 1972, he relocated to Naples full-time, after starting his second title



company in 1971, Midwest Title Guarantee Company of Florida, which for a
long time was the largest title company in Collier County. During the
seventies, he and his partners Bob Gisselbeck and Bruce De Jager developed
the controversial Sundial Beach & Tennis Resort on Sanibel Island, a project
that in large part led to the incorporation of that island into a city. In the
nineties, he was a partner in SunStream Hotels & Resorts, whose
DiamondHead project on Fort Myers Beach was a factor in that island
incorporating as a town. These two events caused his friend and competitor,
Bob Taylor, to quip, “Dick Vogel may be the only American ever to father two
cities!” 

 

For the last 50 years of his life, he divided his time between Florida and
Wyoming, which he loved ever since he visited a sister in Lander as a youth.
Around 1970, he became a founding partner in the Ucross Land Company
near Ucross, Wyoming, where he built an A-frame house that would expand
greatly over the years, making the “cabin” better to host family and friends for
always memorable visits. For several years he participated in the Big Horn
Mountain Roundup on his beloved horse Mr. Ed. He also contributed
frequently to the Ucross Foundation, and could regularly be found at his
favorite local breakfast places with family, friends, and neighbors. 

 

Throughout his life, he loved hard work, family, friends, boating, and golf. His
boats were often named “The No Return,” and he frequently claimed he didn’t
play golf but only visited the course. He liked to be active, especially if it
involved a hammer or saw. His home projects, often featuring creative wiring
or plumbing, are family legends, including what may be the only purple martin
house in Wyoming. His incredible generosity was well known to everyone who
knew him, and his loyalty to family, friends, partners, and employees, was
unconditional and returned in kind. He never worried about past mistakes or
future ones; he lived in the moment – 92 wonderful and loving years of



moments. 
 

Funeral Services will be held at First Presbyterian Church of Naples, 250 6th
Street South, Naples, FL 34102, on Tuesday, March 29th, at 11:00 AM, with a
reception to follow at Royal Poinciana Golf Club, 1600 Solana Road, Naples,
FL 34105. 

Donations can be made to the American Heart Association or St. Matthew’s
House. A celebration of life will follow at a later date in Ucross, Wyoming. 

To sign his guest register or to leave online condolences please visit www.Shi
kanyFuneralHome.com. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home Family
Owned and Operated Since 1978.



Previous Events

Funeral Service

MAR 29. 11:00 AM (ET)

First Presbyterian Church of Naples
250 6th Street South
Naples, FL 34102

Reception

MAR 29. 12:30 PM (ET)

Royal Poinciana Golf Club
1600 Solana Road
Naples, FL 34105
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October 09, 2023 at 03:40 AM

Richard M. "Dick" Vogel

Karen Magyar - March 05, 2023 at 10:53 AM

I worked for Vogel for many years in the 1970s. He was a kind and
generous man who helped me build my Legal Assistant career
which lasted 40 years. Thank you Vogel for all you did for me and
rest in peace. Much love and blessings to his family. Karen (Henry)
Magyar

Jennifer and Conrad Turner - March 27, 2022 at 07:45 PM

To Our Vogel Cousins, 
 So deeply sorry for the loss of your Dad. He certainly will be missed.

I remember him coming to see my mother Gladyce, his sister. Mom
had dementia but we asked her if she knew who he was and she
said yes that's my brother Richie and just melted into his arms. I can
only imagine the stories the siblings are sharing up there right now.
Sending you warm hugs ..Jenn and Conrad Turner

Jane Trimmer - March 27, 2022 at 12:08 PM

So sorry to hear about your dad.
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Danny Brack - March 27, 2022 at 08:36 AM

Deepest condolences to Dick's extended family and friends. I knew
him beginning in the 70s mostly through the title company, Brack
Electric, and the Hovlands. May he rest in peace and your many
fond memories comfort you. Danny Brack

Liz Ontiveroz - March 25, 2022 at 08:42 AM

Vogel Cousins, 
 I am saddened by the loss of your Dad. I will always remember him

for his kindness, smile and his laugh. 
 You all are in my thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. 

 Sending love and peace to you all  
 Cousin Liz

Sharon Matson (Hovland) - March 24, 2022 at 10:52 PM

I’m so sorry to hear about the loss of your dad. Most of my
childhood memories include the Vogel family. Time spent at Ucross
was something I looked forward to in the summer and year around
in Naples driving our parents crazy. Dick was like a favorite Uncle to
me and when I got married, he became a notary so that he could
officiate my wedding. Rest In Peace and say hello to my parents for
me.
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Shikany Funeral Home - March 24, 2022 at 02:54 PM

6 files added to the album Memories Album

George Birtic - March 24, 2022 at 02:51 PM

Sorry to hear of the loss of your loved one. A very good parent and
grand parent. May he Rest In Peace.

March 24, 2022 at 01:08 PM

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family
of Richard M. "Dick" Vogel.

March 24, 2022 at 09:40 AM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Richard M. "Dick" Vogel.

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 24, 2022 at 09:32 AM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Richard M. "Dick" Vogel.

March 24, 2022 at 09:32 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Richard M. "Dick" Vogel.

Colleen and Greg Spalj (niece) - March 23, 2022 at 06:24 PM

We will miss Uncle Rich, how fortunate we were to have him in our
lives. C&G Spalj

March 23, 2022 at 01:28 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard M. "Dick" Vogel.

https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shikanyfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

